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REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 14 are pending in the application. Claims 10 - 14 have been 

added. 

Claim 1-2, and 4-9 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.§ 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kawakubo et al. (6,065,771). The rejection of the claims under 35 
U.S.C.§ 102(e) is traversed. The Examiner states that the patent '771 shows the 
cross-sectional weakness being a notch (Figure 14, number 105) closed by the 
material of the decorative film (Figure 14, number 100) on the side remote from the 
foam backing (Figure 14, number 101). The Examiner further states that the side of 
the notch facing the foam backing is closed at the surface by a welded region of an 
outer layer (Figure 14, number 100) consisting of thermoplastic material of the 
decorative film (column 1, line 62). However, the reference does not show or 
disclose the side of the notch facing the foam backing closed at the surface by a 
welded region of an outer layer consisting of thermoplastic material as required in 
claims 1 and 7. 

In addition, the Examiner alleges that the notch number 105 is closed 
by the material of a decorative film 100 on the side remote from the foam backing 
101 . However, the film 100 is not remote from the foam backing 101 as shown in 
Figure 14. Material 100 is adjacent to the foam backing and is not remote from the 
foam backing. Therefore this reference does not show every feature of the claim and 
a 102(e) rejection is inapplicable. 

Finally, the Examiner alleges that a decorative film is shown at number 
104. However, 104 as disclosed in the reference is not a film but instead a rigid 
molding of a door member. In addition, Figure 14 of reference '771 shows the notch 
not closed by any decorative film as alleged by the Examiner but instead by the foam 
backing material 101 . Claim 1 of the present invention requires that the notch be 
closed by the material of the decorative film on the side remote from the foam 
backing. This feature is not shown or disclosed in reference '771. 

New claims 10-14 claim features not shown or disclosed in the prior 
art and therefore are believed to be allowable. 
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This Amendment should place this case in condition for passing to 
issue. Such action is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG & BASILE, P C. 

Darlene P. Condra 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 37113 
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